
G-21 

SECTION  5  FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 

DES MOINES AND RACCOON RIVERS 
FEASIBILITY STUDY 
DES MOINES, IOWA 

 
I have reviewed the information in this Integrated Environmental Assessment, along with 
data obtained from federal and state agencies having jurisdiction by law or special expertise, 
and from the interested public.  I find that the construction of 500-year levees at Birdland and 
Central Place and the closure structures in downtown Des Moines would not significantly 
affect the quality of the human environment.  The preferred alternative is the most feasible 
and practicable alternative to meet the project goals.  Therefore, it is my determination that 
an EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) is not required.  This determination will be 
reevaluated if warranted by later developments.   
 
Alternatives considered along with the preferred action were: 
Reach 1 Birdland Park 
 No Action 
 Birdland Alignment 1, Levees 100-, 250-, and 500-year 
 Birdland Alignment 2, Levees 100- and 250-year 
 Birdland Alignment 3, Levees 100-, 250-, and 500-year 
Reach 2 Central Place 
 No Action 
 Levees 100- and 250-year 
Reach 3 Downtown East 
 No Action 
 Raise existing 100-year levee to 500 year level of protection 
Reach 4 Downtown West 
 No Action 

Raise existing 100-year levee to 500 year level of protection 
Reach 5 Downtown South 
 No Action 

Raise existing 100-year levee to 500 year level of protection 
 
Factors considered in making the determination that an EIS is not required are as follows: 

• Approximately 2.8 to 4.6 acres of emergent wetlands will be created, 2.7 to 3.8 acres 
of open water will be created, and 2.6 acres of bottomland forest will be enhanced to 
offset the loss of the 1.4 to 2.3 acres of emergent wetland loss, 2.7 to 3.8 acres of 
permanent open water loss, and 1.4 acres of bottomland forested losses from levee 
reconstruction.  Mitigation acreages will increase proportionally as needed to ensure 
adequate compensation for project impacts. 

• Implementation of the preferred alternative would involve approximately 4.6 acres of 
upland forest impacts.  Approximately 8.6 acres of upland forest is proposed to be 
planted in order to mitigate for those impacts. 



 




